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HIGHLIGHTS: A storm developed late Sunday over 
the Rockies, spreading snow across the northern 
Plains and rain across the southern Plains Monday 
and Tuesday. Rain continued east of the 
Mississippi River Wednesday, followed by gradual 
clearing on Thursday. A major winter’ storm 
developed over the central and northern Plains on 
Thursday, and produced blizzard conditions over 
much of the north-central United States Friday and 
Saturday. 


SUNDAY...A frontal system ushered showery weather 


into the Pacific Northwest. Light rain, drizzle, 
and snow occurred from central Missouri_ to 
northern Arkansas. Generally fair weather 


prevailed from New England to the Ohio Valley, and 
from the Great Lakes to Iowa and Nebraska. Rain 
showers were scattered across eastern New Mexico, 


western Texas, Georgia, and the Carolinas. a 
steady rain soaked most of Florida. 

MONDAY...Strong northwesterly winds brought 
occasional snow and falling temperatures to the 
Great Plains and the northern and_ central 
Rockies. Wind speeds of 20-40miles per hour were 
common from eastern Montana and the _ western 


Dakotas to northeastern New Mexico and the Texas 
Panhandle. Temperatures hovered near the freezing 
point in the Dakotas, western Nebraska, Colorado, 
and Wyoming. Scattered showers and thundershowers 
extended from northern Texas across Oklahoma. 
Rain showers were also scattered from Kansas and 
southeastern Nebraska into the upper half of the 


Mississippi Valley. Daytime temperatures rose 
into the seventies across much of the southern 
third of the Nation. Afternoon readings in the 


eighties were common across southwestern Texas and 
the desert Southwest. 





1988 


TUESDAY...Heavy rain 
in the lower Mississippi Valley, causing 
flooding in Louisiana. Hail accompanied 
thunderstorms in parts of Texas. Light rain 
covered much of southern Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
parts of lower Michigan. Rain mixed with sleet 
and wet snow fell in northern Wisconsin. Winds 
were strong and gusty in the northern Plains as 
snowfall diminished. Spring-like weather 
prevailed in the eastern third of the Nation. 


developed 
local 
severe 


and thunderstorms 


WEDNESDAY...A cold front, stretching from the 
lower Great Lakes to the Gulf coast, continued to 
move slowly eastward, producing widespread rain in 
the eastern third of the Nation. Rain was 
occasionally heavy in Georgia, Alabama, and 
Louisiana. In the meantime, another cold front 
tracked across the northern Plateau region and 
extended into central California, causing 
scattered rain showers in the Pacific Northwest 
and northern California. 


THURSDAY...A major late-season winter storm 
strengthened over the central and northern Great 
Plains, producing locally heavy snow in Wyoming, 
Utah, Colorado, and Nebraska. Snow spread into 
Montana and the Dakotas. Winds were strong and 
gusty on the Plains from Montana and the Dakotas 
to New Mexico. Rain showers were scattered across 
the Carolinas and northern Georgia as a storm 
system slowly moved out over the Atlantic. 


FRIDAY...The storm that developed over the central 
and northern Plains on Thursday —_— slowly east 





northeastward and continued strengthen, 
producing widespread heavy Seeadiety. Silasera 
conditions prevailed as_ strong, oe %, winds 
produced blowing and drifting snow in Nebraska, 
Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, the Dakotas, and 
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A LATE-SEASON BLIZZARD MOVES 
SLOWLY ACROSS THE NORTHERN 
GREAT PLAINS AND UPPER MIS- 
SISSIPPI VALLEY (SEE TOP OF 
NEXT PAGE). 
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LATE-SEASON BLIZZARD ACROSS THE NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS 


A powerful, late-season storm brought severe blizzard 
conditions across the northern Great Plains and the upper 
Great Lakes during March 10-14, 1988. Many roads and 
highways were closed including Interstate 80 in Nebraska and 
Wyoming. The heaviest snowfall reported included 31 inches 
at Chadron in Nebraska's panhandle; 15 inches at Rock 
Spring, Wyoming; 24 inches in Deadwood, South Dakota; and 7 
feet on Terry Peak in South Dakota's Black Hills. Wind 
gusts reached from 50 to 75 m.p.h. throughout most of the 


area, reducing visibility to near zero and whipping up 15- 
foot waves on Lake Superior. Livestock were stressed by the 
bitterly cold windchills of 10-25 below zero (see Weekly 
Weather and Crop Bulletin, Vol. 74, No. 48 for definition). 
Moisture from the snowfall, however, will be very beneficial 
for the spring wheat planting in the northern Plains. 
Associated with the Great Plains blizzard, a band of 
showers and thunderstorms extended over the southern Plains 
and lower and middle Mississippi Valley. There were 
numerous reports of large hail across north-central Texas. 


NOTABLE UNITED STATES BLIZZARDS, 1886-1988 


Saturday, March 12, was the 100-year anniversary of the Blizzard of 
1888 that paralyzed southeast New York and western New England 
and dumped 58 inches of snow on Saratoga, New York and 50 inches 
on Middletown, Connecticut. The storm caused 400 deaths. 


Severe blizzards are a combination of temperatures (less than 10° 
F), winds (greater than 45 m.p.h.), and visibility (near zero due to 
blowing snow) and are often detrimental to crops, livestock, and 
humans. The following are some famous blizzards of the past and 
their accounts from previous issues of the Weekly Weather and Crop 
Bulletin (WWCB). Note that prior to 1924, the WWCB was known by 
various other names. 


o The blizzard of January 6-13, 1886, the "Great Blizzard" in 
Kansas, struck the central and southem Great Plains and caused 
over 70 deaths to humans and to 80 percent of the cattle in 
Kansas. 


"The severest storm of the month and which was followed by an 
intense cold wave, developed in westem Kansas during the afternoon 
of the 6th. The cold wave moved with great rapidity southward, 
Causing a severe "nor ther" in Texas, which was destructive to animal 
life and the sugar-growing regions of Texas and Louisiana." (Special! 
Bulletin for January - February 1, 1886.) 


o The blizzard of January 11-12, 1918, caused one of the most 
general and complete transpor tation paralyses in the mid-West. 


"Illinois - Springfield: Severe weather conditions prevailed. It was 
the coldest month in the climatological history of the State, and one 
of the snowiest. Blizzard conditions on the 11th caused general 
demoralization of all traffic. Corn could not be gathered and much 
remains in the field, and road conditions and car shortage prevent 
the movement of harvested corn. Wheat was well protected from 
cold by the deep snow, but it was reported that some fields were 
almost swept bare by the wind." (National Weather and Crop 
Bulletin, January 1918) 


o The "Armistice Day" blizzard of November 11-12, 1940, over 
the northern Great Plains and Upper Great Lakes, was 


responsible for 144 human fatalities (69 deaths in ships on Lake - 


Michigan) and caused great damage to orchards and loss of 
livestock. 


"lowa - Des Moines: Wintry weather prevailed, starting with 
unusually severe blizzard and cold wave on the llth. Some stations 
reported lowest November temperatures of record. Considerable 
numbers of livestock, especially young stock, chicken, and turkeys 
perished in the northwest. Milk flow cut in half." 


"Minnesota - Minneapolis: Unusually low temperatures first 4 days, 
following most severe November storm of record. Damage on 11th 
estimated at several million dollars; 49 lives lost; roads blocked for 
several days by drifts; greatest 24-hour snowfall ever recorded at 
Minneapolis. Some damage feared to winter grains where fields 
were swept clean." (WWCB, November 12, 1940.) 


© me of the worst spring blizzards of record was in the central 
and southem Great Plains from March 22-25, 1957. 


"An early spring snowstorm, accompanied by winds of 40 to 60 
m.p.h., and gusts at times exceeding 70 m.p.h., raged over 
southwestern Nebraska, eastern Colorado, the northeastern corner 
of New Mexico, the Panhandles of Texas and Oklahoma, and most of 
Kansas during the weekend. New fallen snow of some 4% to 16 inches 


- was whirled into the air, and on the ground drifted to depths of 20 


feet or more. Trains became stranded, automobiles were marooned, 
and mainly as a result of the latter 40 or more lives were lst." 
(WW CB, March 25, 1957.) 


o The blizzard of January 1966 hit the eastern United States. 


"One of the worst blizzard storms in two-thirds of a century struck 
the Appalachians and East coastal areas during January 29-31. Asa 
low centered over the northeastern Gulf coast early Saturday moved 
to the Carolina coast and hence to Delaware, pressure dropped 
rapidly to 976 millibars. In Virginia and West Virginia snowfall! was 
12 to 20 inches with winds 35 to 40 m.p.h.; in northern Pennsylvania 
and upstate New York, winds were 35 to 50 m.p.h., with snowfal! 20 
to 40 inches. Travel and most normal activities came to a halt 
throughout the affected area." (WWCB, January 31, 1966.) It was 
noted at the top of this issue that publication of the Bulletin was 
delayed a day as Government offices were closed on Monday due to 
the blizzard. 


This is an incomplete list of severe blizzards over the past century. 
It is, however, an account of the destructive nature of these severe 
storms. 


Tom Heddinghaus 














Mar. 15, 1988 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 



























































































































































~ — m” au 
” OS-TE6I “GOIWEd ZHL NO Gasva “er TT 26s — 0: 
~ Me cr ie S12""vees Cewnrss = - vai V3uv WD? SuIew wok Pa we ” a mis P 
4 (a i ee 7 
"25 7 1 oes ee ome od ~~ « e jes | ba 4¥8 010) 
Reema . Cor ya =a Boos v a os 
“ 8 two ss 
"o oe \ 2:00 01 
ATINVINDILEVd ‘SAVE GEZIIVER ¥ 
“NZD JSEHL NO SOMILVIOdESLI -i. -. “1 - 
MI aasn @INOHS MOILOVD oa\rxan 40 47a9 aa S mie @ = 
SAMI 8 waa0 fees \o: wns" QBy 45. 
SmmOuI 8 OL =| esmvenv? —agnt | 7 
sumour » oz « £224) ’ 
a S \ ec - aise 
sumous ¢ oz t F—] We, ads ‘eests r ~ 
moar teva ssxr[ | saur10s1 Bod 
SqVES 20 TIVIS . Yuva Na O1AANSET s 
< \ > a 7 vaSviv 
--—-. wal. f a ~\ om 26s = r oes 
" i ” # aN ny 
! | 5 Ul - i, 
. Lh hty. 
&. te 7 
y \ ’ 
i \d _— Ss “ 
on : 
| N 
‘ bd ; a i / & 
~ oh, so J a1SQ 
i Kee \ V, ° 
a TN 
\ Xe 
- | Pr 
9 I > 
sd 
% — 
oe ! “ 
+ P ai 
P 7 
2 ~ 
¢Y + ———- / 
US -———> 
© 
an eS Mee 
eras = IS a : 
~.. & # ‘ 
’ ws Pop ! ™ 
Petey wi sum ? 
4 
Tlddy * @*4]) NOLLVIIdIOogud TWLOL TWAUON 
- a a - 4 4 d-— mv ) ry a a 




















9 











Mar. 15, 1988 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 7 
National Weather Data for Selected Cities 





Weather Data for the Week Ending March 12, 1988 



















































































0 RELATIVE | NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, TEMPERA- PRECIPI- 
PERCENT ture °F | TATION 
STATES 
= - - uw 
EE - — ® . : 2 3 
1 telat lal Gl ale : 
\ - _ - = @ si = < J x x 
| 45/35 ¥|/58/.°| § oe | 52 | $2) .3/ 85 5/35 e | 3/22 
STATIONS eS| 2s i 5 22] #5 Phe 22) 28] 22 od | Ss yz as “. 
£3) 22) 55/55) =| BF] He) BE Ba | &| 23] PS | S| Ze] wR] Bw ISsiRs 
a pan eucieroaEs 
AL BIRMINGHAM 65 | 39 73 30 52 0 1.6 el 1.1 2.0 79 9.6 76 100 | 50 0 1 a 1 
MOBILE 69 50 74 43 60 1 6 -.9 4 4.1 167 | 15.0 124 97 | 54 0 0 3 0 
MONTGOMERY 68 | 41 77 31 55 0 1.3 -.1 6 2.9 124 }14.3 128 96 | 50 0 1 3 1 
AK ANCHORAGE 9 |/ma~laziaoaixw|] b ‘ 02 44133 $12 | 56 | iss | of} S| 1] © 
BARROW 4 |-17 17 +|-37 -6 ll ol 0 0 el 200 el 33 86 | 71 0 7 4 0 
FAIRBANKS 40 18 47 1 29 24 -.1 0 T 0 5 38 75 | 43 0 6 0 0 
JUNEAU 42 34 46 30 38 8 T -.8 5 38 9.6 108 97 | 72 0 1 0 0 
KODIAK 39 32 40 28 36 4 4.0 3.1 1.8 5.4 334 | 22.6 179 92 | 70 0 4 6 + 
NOME ll -8 27 «1-24 1 -~4 26 4 3 8 dee 2.7 181 88 | 67 0 7 3 0 
AZ PHOENIX 74 50 82 41 62 3 0 2 0 2 52 1.3 79 36 | 12 0 0 0 0 
PRESCOTT 59 26 65 18 42 1 0 -.4 0 3 48 2.1 53 56 16 0 6 0 0 
TUCSON 72 43 80 31 58 1 0 -.2 0 4 125 1.3 75 51} 14 0 1 0 0 
YUMA 77 51 85 42 64 1 0 0 0 el 114 5 65 4} 11 0 0 0 0 
AR FORT SMITH 66 37 77 27 51 3 3 -.6 2 3.4 245 7.1 122 68 | 35 0 1 2 0 
LITTLE ROCK 62 4l 74 37 52 1 1.1 ol 6 2.1 122 | 8.3 87 85 | 47 0 0 4 2. 
CA BAKERSFIELD 68 42 81 35 55 -] 0 -.2 0 4 114 1.6 66 88 | 32 0 0 0 0 
EUREKA 55 42 58 37 48 0 3 -.9 o2 1.2 60 8.9 62 81 | 61 0 0 3 0 
FRESNO 66 41 79 32 54 0 0 -.4 0 23 42 2.6 57 91 | 32 0 1 0 0 
LOS ANGELES 65 52 69 45 59 1 0 -.4 0 ol 17 3.5 56 70 | 41 0 0 0 0 
REDDING 66 a 74 33 54 0 T} -1.2 4 4 18 7.8 46 112 0 0 0 0 
SACRAMENTO 66 43 73 36 55 2 0 -.5 o2 19 4.7 60 78 | 31 0 0 0 0 
SAN DIEGO 65 52 69 47 59 0 0 -.4 0 6 85 2.9 65 8 | 51 0 0 0 0 
SAN FRANCISCO 64 45 69 41 55 2 0 -.6 0 el 6 4.4 48 86 | 41 0 0 0 | 0 
© DENVER 48 26 68 17 37 1 ol -.2 ol 4 110 1.4 91 75 | 27 0 7 1 0 
GRAND JUNCTION ay 26 59 19 | 38 -2 el -.1 el 3 14 1.6 110 82 | 30 0 7 3 0 
PUEBLO 53 24 70 17 38 -l ol 0 ol 2 76 1.1 154 93 | 31 0 7 2 0 
CT BRIDGEPORT 50 | 30 57 22 40 4 T -.9 T 8 56 7.1 91 77 | 37 0 5; 0 0 
HARTFORD 51 27 58 14 39 4 T -.9 T 7 45 8.0 96 76 | 31 0 7 0 0 
DC 61 36 68 30 a9 5 T -.7 T 8 60 | 6.4 95 82 | 36 0 1 2 0 
FL APALACHICOLA 67 51 73 43 59 0 1.9 9 1.1 3.4 213 | 14.7 166 97 | 68 0 0 3 2 
DAYTONA BEACH 72 52 79 47 62 -] 2.3 1.6 1.5 3.7 303 {10.8 158 98 | 56 0 0 3 1 
JACKSONVILLE 69 49 79 41 59 -2 26 -.3 4 1.9 138 ° 178 97 | 53 0 0 3 0 
KEY WEST 78 69 82 64 73 0 9 6 8 9 179 | 6.2 144 90 | 69 0 0 2 1 
MIAMI 77 66 81 55 | 72 1 -.4 4 2.5 52 85 | 56 0 0 2 0 
ORLANDO 76 55 84 49 66 0 1.1 3 5 2.1 158 | 6.6 99 97 | 50 0 0 3 0 
TALLAHASSEE 71 ae 77 33 57 -2 8 -.5 5 6.4 286 {17.0 141 98 | 50 0 0 a 0 
TAMPA 77 56 82 47 67 2 8 0 8 2.4 172 6.6 99 94 | 49 0 0 3 1 
WEST PALM 76 63 81 52 70 0 2 -.4 2 1.7 163 8.1 126 89 | 60 0 0 2 0 
GA ATLANTA 66 43 72 34 55 4 1.1 -.2 1.0 1.3 58 9.3 79 90 | 50 0 0 4 1 
AUGUSTA 71 41 76 35 56 3 1.5 3 1.2 2.0 104 9.6 95 98 | 42 0 0 2 1 
MACON 69 42 | 74 32 56 1 1.0 -.3 e 1.9 92 9.8 89 98 | 49 0 1 4 1 
SAVANNAH 70 47 76 39 58 1 3 -.6 2 1.8 117 9.3 118 93 | 42 0 0 2 0 
HI HILO 80 64 82 62 72 1 5 -2.5 o2 i 13 [21.0 73 90 | 56 0 0 4 0 
HONOLULU 84 67 85 65 76 2 02 -.7 02 2 ll 4.5 56 86 | 48 0 0 1 0 
KAHULUI 83 63 85 58 73 1 0 -.7 0 0 0 8.7 106 82 | 48 0 0 0 0 
LIHUE 80 68 81 66 . 2 he el -1.0 el ol 5 111.4 97 88 | 63 0 0 1 0 
ID BOISE 50 28 58 19 39 -1 26 4 4 9 229 2.6 85 84 | 31 0 5 2 0 
LEWISTON 52 34 58 28 43 1 T -.2 T el 16 1.2 44 74134 0 2 1 0 
POCATELLO 43 24 50 14 33 a | 4 2 3 6 182 1.9 82 88 | 40 0 7 3 0 
MOLINE 53 28 | 61 22 40 7 T -.5 T T 3 2.9 74 88 | 49 0 6 1 0 
PEORIA 52 30 63 23 41 6 2 -.4 el 2 22 2.9 72 91 | 50 0 4 2 0 
ROCKFORD 51 26 58 21 39 8 el -.4 0 el 8 3.1 90 93 | 47 0 6 2 0 
SPRINGFIELD 52 33 65 25 43 6 4 -.3 02 9 83 4.4 101 91 | 57 0 4 3 0 
IN EVANSVILLE r 60 34 68 29 47 5 3 -.7 3 1.5 90 8.8 112 89 | 46 0 3 1 0 
FOR! WAYNE 53 30 67 14 41 7 3 -.3 3 o7 63 4.2 81 92 | 55 0 4 2 0 
IND] ANAPOL TE 55 32 69 26 44 6 2 -.6 2 1.5 115 6.9 106 87 | 49 0 4 3 0 
SOUTH ND 54 29 | 65 22 42 8 3 -.4 2 3 24 4.4 80 90 | 40 | 0 6 3 0 
Finan CITY 53 26 64 16 40 |; 9 ol -.2 ol el 22 1.3 59 90 | 42 0 6 1 0 
WAT! 140 50 27 56 18 39 10 T -.4 T T 3 1.1 45 94 | 47 0 6 1 0 
RS (LNUWRDIA 56 30 68 19 43 5 T -.4 T T 3 1.4 63 81 | 37 0 5 0 0 
LODGE CITY 59 28 77 18 44 4 T -.3 T 3 55 1.3 87 80 | 24 0 5 0 0 
GOODLAND 52 25 70 14 39 3 T -.2 T T 6 1.9 168 76 | 28 0 6 1 0 
TOPEKA 57 30 69 23 43 * ol -.4 0 o2 22 2.7 99 84 | 39 0 5 2 0 
WICHITA 57 33 68 28 45 3 T -.4 T 1.4 197 2.1 92 86.) 44 0 3 0 0 
KY BOWLING GREEN 59 34 68 27 47 3 4 -.9 02 1.0 48 8.2 76 97 | 46 0 3 3 0 
57 35 71 27 46 4 4 -.7 3 1.3 73 7.3 83 88 | 48 0 3 2 0 
LOUISVILLE 59 | 35 72 27 47 4 2 -.9 ol 1.6 88 9.1 108 88 | 45 0 3 2 0 
LA ALEXANDRIA 71 48 | 78 40 60 3 1.8 7 1.7 3.2 | '175 8.3 75 87 | 41 0 0 2 1 
BATON 81 43 62 3 1.9 9 1.1 4.5 258 {21.0 184 92 | 39 0 0 3 2 
LAKE CHARLES 73 51 82 42 62 3 2.8 2.1 2.5 3.7 314 {12.0 130, 98 | 47 0 0 3 1 
NEW 71 51 78 44 61 1 8 3 4 4.3 226 {19.3 158 96 | 52 0 0 2 0 
Based on 1951-80 normals. 
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RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 
ry 
P PITATION HUMIDITY oven - ~ 
STATES . - ¥ * 
gee - - e3i > 
AND w = + 2 3 S| 22| ¢z Fs : ae 
= » BE) | $8 | se | “3 | $3] 41 8s | vel us er 
g2|g2 = e. } 92) s, | S| zu | 4] au | “we [Sel se] 21 § |e sles 
STATIONS SS |bs| E35 Ea ss ju) ss br | b= | bE| Se | be | £z/8= ola leslRe 
z$l2z| 5e/55| =| $2) ee] $e es | 25| S| S& | 22/25 3 |/R 
2 NRA REM 0 ecco mms een _ an 
, 72 | 4a) 6) | 33 | 58 | 2 aT caT A "9 apes "72 | 93136) 07 0) 27) 0 
MD BALTIMORE 60 | 31 | 69 | 23 | 4 4 T -.8 T 8 57 | 7.3 98 77 | 32 : ‘ : 0 
SALISBURY 59 | 31 | 67 | 25 | 45 3 9 -.1 8 1.0 60 | 9.1 | 107 93 | 32 o}-3 
MA BOSTON 49 | 30 | 55 | 24 | 40 4 T -.9 T 8 52 | 7.3 77 76 | 33 0 5 2 : 
CHATHAM 44 | 30 | 47 | 26 | 37 2 el -.8 el 1.2 75 | 9.1 89 79 | 50 0 - : | 
MI ALPENA 41 | 26 | 47 | 2 | 33 - .6 3 5 -7 | 102 | 3.2 ry 93 | 56 0 7 3 i | 
DETROIT 53 | 30 | 63 | 21 | 42 9 .4 -.2 3 4 41 | 3.7 83 88 | 44 0 ‘ 3 0 | 
FLINT 51 | 30 | 61 | 2 | 40 10 .7 3 6 -7 | 103 | 3.5 94 89 | 46 0 : , | 
GRAND RAPIDS 52 | 28 | 62 | 22 | 40 9 .6 :* .6 64 | 4.1 92 92 | 47 0 5 3 + | 
HOUGHTON LAKE 42 | 26 | 52 | 20 | 34 4 5 el 4 5 71 | 3.3 95 94 | 56 0 7 2 : 
LANSING 51 | 28 | 63 | 22 | 40 3 5 3 5 61 | 3.1 81 87 | 46 0 : : 
MARQUETTE 37 | 20 | 47 | 14 | 28 3 1-3 2 * 18 193 re - = : q ‘ : 
MUSKEGON 0 57 21 40 9 e e » » 7 , 
SAULT ST. MARIE of 0 42 | 14 | 27 6 1.1 © i wv 1.3 | 171 | 5.3 | 114 92 | 56 0 7 4 d 
MN 42 | 26 | 49 | 11 | 34 13 1.6 1.3 | 1.1 1.6 | 413 | 2.8 | 143 94 | 64 0 5 3 : 
DULUTH 35 | 24 | 43 8 | 29 7 1.3 9 5 3 4 2 2:33 82 95 | 66 0 7 : e 
INT'L FALLS 33 | 19 | 43 7 | 26 9 8 6 3 8 | 227 | 1.4 73 94 | 65 : 7 : : 
MINNEAPOLIS 47 | 30 | 54 | 14 | 39 3 5 e a 5 85 | 2.2 96 90 | 54 : : : : 
ROCHESTER 46 | 27 | 49 | 14 | 37 ll 5 2 3 5 93 | 1.9 91 94 | 56 2 : : 
MS GREENWOOD 64 | 43 | 74 | 34 | 54 1 1.6 2 12 2.0 88 | 6.4 53 95 | 49 0 ° : : 
JACKSON 68 | 43 | 76 | 35 | 56 1 ll} -.1 .6 1.7 82 | 7.8 69 99 | 51 0 ; 3 
MERIDIAN 69 | 40 | 76 | 31 | 55 0 1.2 -.3 5 1.7 67 | 8.6-| 70 98 | 49 0 2 : ‘ 
MO CAPE GIRARDEAU 59 | 37 | 68 | 30 | 48 _ 4 -.7 3 1.7 90 | 7.0 88 91 | 48 0 ; : 
COLUMBIA 32 | 71 | 27 | 45 4 je ~.6 a 1.5 | 129 | 5.3 | 109 90 | 47 0 4 d : 
KANSAS CITY 57 | 30 | 70 | 23 | 43 3 T -.6 T 2 1s | 2.3 67 83 | 35 | Oo 5 
SAINT LOUIS 56 | 37 | 72 | 31 | 47 6 5 -.2 .4 2.6 | 219 |} 8.1 | 159 89 | 48 0 1 2 0 
SPRINGFIELD 58 | 32 | 71 | 24 | 45 3 .4 -.4 .4 2.5 | 201 | 6.0 | 118 87 | 44 0 3 ; : 
MT BILLINGS 47 | 29 | 61 | 18 | 38 t 2 0 2 3 94 | 1.5 74 78 | 34 0 : 2 : 
GLASGOW 44 | 24] 58 | 11 | 34 9 el el R ol | 144 8 | 109 81 | 38 0 , : 
HAVRE 45 | 24 | 61 | 12 | 35 + T -.1 T T 27 .6 47 78 | 39 0 6 ° : 
HELENA 43 | 25 | 54 | 15 | 34 4 el 0 ol a 42 9 64 84 | 38 0 7 : 
KALISPELL 45 | 29 | 49 | 21 | 37 6 el -.1 el 4 | 124 | 2.2 74 86 | 36 0 4 2 : 
MILES CITY 48 | 24 | 63 6 | 36 7 el 0 el a 58 5 36 72 | 35 0 5 2 ° 
MISSOULA 44 | 27 | 53 | 20 | 36 3 3 22 ie 4 | 148 | 1.7 70 92 a 0 6 3 , 
NE GRAND ISLAND 51 | 26 | 66 | 14 | 39 5 el -.2 -l mY 18 | 1.6 ~ _ . : : - : 
LINCOLN 55 | 26 | 66 | 18 | 40 7 T -.4 T T 0 6 
-.2 1 el 17 | 1.3 70 88 | 43 0 5 1 0 
NORFOLK 52 | 27 | 68 | 13 | 39 ~ el ¥ . S : - . : 
NORTH PLATTE 50 | 22 | 66 | 12 | 36 4 22 0 el 22 61 | 1.0 76 91 a : $ : : 
, Simtaeimiee th oi ’i 3 > | os | ace | ase P asis7 po] 7] 31 3 
68 | 10 | 36 ‘ a : » : 
VALENTINE a > 65 4 | 34 4 ie -.1 el 2 58 | 1.6 | 169 91] “ ° ’ 2 ° 
LAS VEGAS 65 | 44 1 77 | 39 | 55 |° O 0 -.1 0 0 0 9 ~ >i2 : : : : 
WINNEMUCCA 49 | 22 | 62 | 10 | 36 -2 T -.1 T T 13 | 1.4 . 712 : : : : | 
+ pap os lmie cite : 4 eS ‘eR + art oe ik . BRIE s @- 
a CLOVIS ro 34} 76 | 26 | 49 4 T -.1 T a 84 3 60 sl a8 ¢ 3 Q : 
ROSWELL 67 | 33 | 77 | 25 | 50 1 T -.1 T T 20 | 1.7 | 178 =} : : : : 
NY ALBANY “4@;,23 | 4 8 | 33 2 2 -.5 2 4 39 | 5.4 = Sif : ; : : 
BUFFALO 47 | 27 | 57 | 24 | 37 é .6 -.1 5 .6 56 3 $6 oie 0 6 2 0 
NFW YORK 54 | 35 | 61 | 28 | 44 5 T -.9 7. 9 60 $.9 * dB : : : : 
ROCHESTER 46 23 54 20 | 36 5 . T -5 T z ‘ ae g8 | 40 | 0 6 1 0 
CHAKLONTE 63 | 41 | 72 | 34] 52] 4 | 1.6 5 | 1.2 | 1.6] 86 6.2 opeietel ee) 2) 3 
pone Sigletslea ca sae Tat > 1's rr 11.3 | 107 |100| 57 |} o | of 3] 2 
6 o — oe e 
NEW BERN 67 | 39 | 74 | 33 | 53 2 2.0 1.2 | 1.8 2.1 | 143 | 9.4 : ~ o : : 2 2 
WILMINGTON 67 | 42 | 75 | 35 | 55 2 2.0 1.1 | 1.7 2.4 | 148 | 9.8 | 12) 4 : : : : | 
ot oe 12) |i] 33) 2 3 713 9 | 306 | 2:7 | 32 | slat ol«] st o | 
40 27 49 12 a . e 7 . Ps 
au FORKS 37 | 26 | 44 8 | 32 13 a 5 3 -7 | 272 | 1.5 — as n ¢ ‘ ‘ ° | 
WILLISTON 4/231] 61 5 | 33 10 a 2 3 3 | 182 1.3 —- 4h : : : : | 
CLEVELAND ol aetaoe | ai & ; +e 5 Ge Be te Ge 7% 18/41 0/1 4] 21{ 0 
52 29 64 e “~« e e + 
COLUMBUS 55 ase 20 43 5 ¥ -.5 o2 12.4 | 124 | 7.8 | 127 89 | 45 0 5 2 0 








Based on 1951-80 normals. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending March 12, 1988 






































° RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY -T TEMPERA- | PRECIPI- 
PERCENT TURE °F] TATION 
STATES 
« == ~ 36 “3 al $ ; iS 
— i = : 4: z* : ~| 22/ Sz rr 
| - a =~ s bed - Zz « a 
w = = 
vslysle |e | 2 | 28] 5| 28 |e) 52 | £3) 57] 85 |esiesl o| ¢ |8z/ 2s 
STATIONS e5|S2| efx] & | 25] 32] fs | SF] 22 | 2] 28] <8 188/88] =| = ES =? 
> — — — - _ — 
| 23| <=) 5z/55| =| SE] Se] BE | GR] BS | S| 2S | BS | Ze Zz] | wm SiR 
DAYTON 55 31 68 24 43 6 5 ~.2 3 1.3 117 6.6 113 89 | 46 0 3 2 0 
TOLEDO 54 28 65 16 41 8 3 -.3 3 3 33 2.8 59 92 | 46 0 5 2 0 
OK OKLAHOMA CITY 63 39 75 32 51 + -4 3.0 415 4.7 77 | 29 0 1 0 0 
| TULSA 62 39 73 34 51 3 T -.7 T 3.3 311 5.5 130 76 | 33 0 0 0 0 
| OR ASTORIA 53 35 57 29 a4 0 8 -1.0 5 2.2 73 412.3 57 95 | 57 0 3 4 1 
| BURNS a4 28 58 4 36 1 T -.3 4 81 1.6 48 ee | of 0 . 0 0 
MEDFORD 58 30 68 22 a4 -l 22 3 el 5 59 3.2 50 92 | 35 0 + 3 0 
PENDLETON 52 33 56 28 42 0 3 ol 22 4 91 2.4 72 81 | 33 0 3 3 0 
PORTLAND 54 35 60 29 45 -l 8 -.1 6 1.4 93 7.5 64 96 | 48 0 2 3 1 
SALEM 53 31 58 24 42 -2 8 -.3 5 1.2 70 8.8 65 96 1 52 0 7 3 1 
PA ALLENTOWN 53 28 61 20 40 o ol -.8 ol 1.2 83 7.2 92 86 | 36 0 7 2 0 
HARRISBURG 56 29 65 21 y4 a T -.8 T 1.1 79 6.5 91 85 | 37 0 5 0 0 
PHILADELPHIA 58 31 67 26 45 5 T -.9 T 8 55 | 7.6 102 8 | 37 0 3 0 0 
SCRANTON 50 27 58 16 39 5 22 -4 22 9 98 4.7 88 85 | 39 0 6 1 0 
RI PROVIDENCE 51 28 58 18 40 + T -1.0 T 7 43 8.7 91 85 | 35 0 7 0 0 
SC CHARLESTON 69 45 74 39 57 2 9 -.2 7 1.3 73 6.4 75 99 | 44 0 0 2 1 
COLUMBIA 69 39 77 33 54 2 5 -.7 3 5 27 6.7 63 96 | 39 0 0 2 0 
FLORENCE 69 42 75 35 56 3 2.2 1.3 2.1 2.3 138 6.3 95 | 39 0 0 2 1 
GREENVILLE 63 37 71 31 50 i 1.6 22 1.0 1.6 69 7.3 66 94 | 45 0 3 3 2 
SD ABERDEEN ae 25 55 13 35 ll 4 22 ol 4 117 1.0 70 96 | 52 0 5 4; 0 
HURON 48 25 58 12 37 10 8 6 5 8 205 1.7°} 110 95 | 54 0 5 a 0 
RAPID CITY 49 24 71 6 36 6 3 ol ol 3 84 8 58 84 | 41 0 7 3 0 
SIOUX FALLS 50 27 Lb 39 il 2 ~-.1 ol 22 34 2.0 98 91 | 48 0 7 2 0 
TN CHATTANOOGA 63 38 27 51 3 1.2 —.2 5 1.5 60 {10.4 83 91 | 48 0 2 + 0 
KNOXVILLE 64 35 70 27 50 2 2.0 8 1.4 2.1 99 9.3 Od 98 | 49 0 3 3 2 
MEMPHIS 62 41 74 34 52 2 1.5 3 1.1 2.1 105 9.8 89 94 | 50 0 0 3 1 
NASHVILLE 60 35 28 48 1 6 -.6 5 1.3 61 7.0 65 96 | 52 0 i + 0 
TX ABILENE 72 41 86 32 57 3 T -.2 T ol 38 6 24 54 |} 14 0 1 1 0 
AMARILLO 62 29 75 23 46 1 0 -.2 0 6 181 1.0 69 77 | 16 0 5 0 0 
BEA 3SONT 74 52 81 42 63 5 9 22 8 2.5 205 |10.8 112 % | 43 0 0 2 1 
BROWNSVILLE 80 57 85 48 68 1 ol 0 ol ol 50 5.6 188 92 | 49 0 0 1 0 
CORPUS CHRISTI 80 53 85 41 66 2 T -.2 T el 20 2.0 60 91 | 38 0 0 1 0 
DEL RIO 80 48 92 42 64 2 T -1 T T 0 22 15 54 | 18 2 0 0 0 
EL PASO 68 38 76 22 53 -1 0 1 0 ol 71 1.1 109 38 | 10 0 1 0 0 
FORT WORTH 71 43 81 35 57 3 T -.5 T 8 96 2.9 65 72 | 28 0 0 0 0 
GALVESTON 71 58 78 51 65 5 T -4 T 1.0 120 4.8 77 93 | 52 0 0 2 0 
HOUSTON 76 51 79 39 63 3 el -5 ol 1.3 130 3.9 49 92 | 34 0 0 i 0 
MIDLAND 72 38 85 27 55 1 T -1 T 22 95 6 55 58 | 14 0 1 0 0 
SAN ANGELO 76 41 87 31 58 3 T -.l T 22 63 6 34 62 | 15 0 1 0 0 
SAN ANTONIO 78 47 87 37 63 2 T -.3 T el 23 1.4 37 8 | 23 0 0 0 0 
VICTORIA 79 53 84 46 66 |° 4 T -.3 T 3 50 3.1 66 90 | 34 0 0 0 0 
74 a4 85 36 59 3 «2 -.2 2 1.2 184 3.4 76 88 | 29 0 0 2 0 
WICHITA FALLS 70 39 87 31 55 3 ol -.3 ol 4.4 742 6.2 243 76 | 21 0 1 1 0 
UT BLANDING 46 21 57 16 34 4 T -.2 T T 0 2.5 95 90 | 45 0 5 0 0 
CEDAR CITY 46 22 57 15 34 “4 4 o2 4 7 165 2.3 122 92 | 37 0 6 2 0 
SALT LAKE CITY 44 28 51 25 36 -3 6 22 a4 6 102 1.8 55 88 | 38 0 7 4 0 
VA NORFOLK 60 41 71 36 50 3 6 -.2 5 7 45 6.5 76 92 | 43 0 0 3 0 
RICHMOND 61 34 69 28 47 2 5 -.3 a) 6 46 6.3 80 89 | 36 0 3 2 0 
WA QUILLAYUTE 51 35 58 31 43 1 1.6 -1.2 1.2 4.7 95 {22.3 70 98 | 62 0 3 4 1 
SPOKANE 48 29 50 24 38 2 3 02 9 158 3.0 89 | 42 0 5 3 0 
YAKIMA 54 27 58 20 41 0 T 1 T ol 25 7 31 80 | 28 0 5 1 0 
WV BECKLFY 59 34 68 23 46 8 4 -.5 4 8 51 4.7 57 88 | 34 0 3 3 0 
61 33 72 25 47 . 4 6 -.3 4 1.8 115 5.9 72 92 .| 36 0 a 3 0 
HUNTINGTON 61 34 73 26 47 a 3 -.6 22 2.2 144 6.6 86 94 | 34 0 3 2 0 
WI GREEN BAY 45 28 50 22 37 ll ol -.3 ol ol 21 2.7 95 | 62 0 6 ‘7 0 
LACROSSE 50 29 54 19 40 11 el -.3 0 ol 11 1.2 49 89 | 50 0 5 3 0 
| MILWAUKEE 46 | 28 | 54 | 22 | 37 7 lj -4 | -1 | 16 | 4.7 | 122 | 97 | 64 6i 3] o 
WAUSAU 43 28 47 22 35 1l a4 0 3 4 59 8 31 89 | 57 0 6 2 0 
| WY CASPER 39 20 52 0 30 -l 5 3 22 6 194 1.7 124 84 | 48 0 6 S 0 
CHEYENNE 41 23 58 7 32 1 5 3 3 1.0 291 2.1 188 76 | 40 0 5 3 0 
LANDER 42 21 57 ll 32 1 7 5 5 8 236 1.2 82 86 | 39 0 7 2 1 
SHERIDAN as 25 62° | 15 35 a 3 ol 22 4 121 1.9 99 88 | 48 0 7 2 0 
PR SAN JUAN 84 70 87 67 77 -1 -.5 0 T 1 6.1 104 80 | 69 0 0 0 0 


















































Based on 1951-80 normals. 

(Continued from front cover) 

Minnesota. Low windchill temperatures stressed northeasterly movement, spreading snow into the 

livestock. By evening, snow spread into Wisconsin Great Lakes. Blowing snow continued in the upper 

and Michigan. Thunderstorms developed in the Midwest. Significant snowfall left moisture for 

lower Mississippi Valley. greening crops in the northern and_ central 
! Plains. Substantial rainfall occurred in the 

SATURDAY...The winter storm dominating the weather Southeast. Severe weather struck the eastern Gulf 

pattern since Wednesday continued its slow Coast States. 
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National Agricultural Summary 
MARCH 7 to 13, 1988 
HIGHLIGHTS: Precipitation slowed fieldwork in the acreage was seeded 1 percentage point ahead of 


Delta and Southeast. Winter-like weather curtailed 
field activity in the northern and central Great 
Plains, Rocky Mountain States, and some Corn Belt 
States. Winter wheat and small grains escaped 
serious harm from low temperatures in the northern 
and central Great Plains, Rocky Mountain States, 
and Corn Belt. Corn planting surged ahead of 
normal in Texas but lagged behind normal in most 
southeastern States. Rice seeding began in 
Louisiana. Cotton planting was’ restricted to 
Arizona and Texas, but tJland preparation was 
underway in Oklahoma and New Mexico. Tobacco was 
transplanted in Georgia. Livestock was mostly 
good, but low temperatures increased stress. 


SMALL GRAINS: Short duration of extremely cold 
temperatures swept across the Rocky Mountain 
States and central and northern Great Plains, but 
snow protected most wheat and small grains from 
serious harm. Small grain and winter wheat were 
mostly good to fair in the central Great Plains 
and Southeast. Crop condition was fair to good in 
the Delta and Rocky Mountain States. The lack of 
moisture continued plaguing small grains in the 
northern Great Plains, leaving fair to poor crop 
condition. 

In Texas, moisture improved small grains in 
the Plains. More moisture is needed for progress 
to continue in the rest of the State. Topdressing 
continued in the High Plains. Oat and wheat 
growths improved in the Blacklands. Insect 
populations increased, and rust was prevalent in 
more fields. Oklahoma's wheat was good. Warm 
weather promoted rapid growth, while 5 percent (%) 
of the acreage reached the jointing '§ stage. 
Russian wheat aphids and greenbug' infestations 
were light. Kansas wheat was greening but had not 
reached the jointing stage. Disease and insect 
levels were light. Spring oat and barley seedings 
were 40% finished. In North Dakota, strong wind 


caused soil erosion in unprotected small grain 
, fields. Colorado's wheat was good. Thirty-two 
percent of Montana's wheat was greening and 
growing. 
Spring grain seeding continued in eastern 
Oregon. Some spring seeded grains began emerging 


in Washington. Small grains progressed well in 
California. Early wheat reached the boot stage in 
southern areas, but some dryland grains need 
moisture. Favorable weather contributed to good 
growth of wheat and barley in western Arizona. 
Nearly all small grains had reached the jointing 
stage, but the majority were in the stem elongation 
stage. Heads began emerging in western areas of 
the State. 

Most wheat was fertilized except where fields 
were too wet in Arkansas. Seventeen percent of 


the wheat was jointing in Mississippi, compared 
with 21% #£4normally. Oat seeding began in 
Missouri. Smal} grain nitrogen applications 


continued in the Southeast. 


OTHER CROPS: Precipitation slowed field activity 
across the Delta and Southeast. Winter-like 
weather curtailed fieldwork in the northern and 
central Great Plains, Rocky Mountain States, and 
some Corn Belt States. 

Cotton planting increased to 10% completion in 
western Arizona. Planting should increase signi- 
ficantly next week. Seeding awaits the completion 
of land preparation in New Mexico. In Texas, 
cotton planting increased in the Rio Grande Valley 
and at Coastal Bend. Statewide, only 2% of the 


average. In Oklahoma, 
were underway. 

Corn planting climbed 19 points 
normal to 41% completion in Texas. Some early 
seeded fields emerged to stand. Planting began 
nearing completion along the upper coast, Coastal 
Bend, and in the Rio Grande Valley. Alabama's 
seeding was 8% finished, lagging 4 points behind 


cotton seedbed preparations 


ahead of 


normal. Seeding was underway in Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, and 
Arizona. 

Texas' sorghum was 24% seeded, 19 points ahead 
of 1987 and 10 points greater than normal. 
Planting neared completion at Coastal Bend and 


along the upper coast and began drawing to a close 
in the Rio Grande Valley. Sorghum land prepara- 
tion was underway in Oklahoma. 


Rice was 1% seeded in Louisiana. Growers 
continued water leveling fields. Rice stubble 
burning resumed in California. Tobacco 
transplanting was underway in Georgia. Burley 
tobacco growers continued seeding and preparing 


beds in Kentucky. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Peaches continued blooming in 
central and southern Georgia. In South Carolina, 
peaches bloomed along the Ridge but were progress- 
ing more slowly in northern areas. Peach and 
other fruit trees were still in the bloom stage in 


Texas. Pears and peaches started blooming, and 
early apples shed bud scales in Oregon's 
Williamette Valley. Soft fruit trees required 


frost protection several nights in Washington. 

Florida's citrus trees were good to excel- 
lent. Ideal weather and adequate moisture 
promoted new growth and blossoming. Early orange 
harvest was virtually finished. Caretakers were 
busy fertilizing, cultivating, draining heaters, 
and unbanking young trees. Citrus trees were 
blooming and began setting a new crop in Texas. 
In California, beehives were placed in orchards. 
Pruning, fertilizing, and vine tying continued in 
vineyards. Pears bloomed and citrus harvest was 
active. Citrus harvest and packing continued in 
western and central Arizona. 


VEGETABLES: In Florida, spring planting neared 
completion in many areas. Strong winds caused 
leaf burn in some areas at midweek. Watermelon 


seeding was active in the northern Peninsula and 


Panhandle areas. Early spring and winter 
vegetable harvests were active. Volume leaders 
were tomatoes, cabbage, celery, peppers, potatoes, 


and squash. Early planted 
melons progressed well in the Rio Grande Valley. 
Milder weather increased land preparation in the 
San Antonio-Winter Garden area. Planting was 
active in east Texas, but many areas- need 
additional moisture. Broccoli and cauliflower 
supplies increased in Salinas but decreased in 
Santa Maria, California. Lettuce harvest peaked 
in the Imperial Valley and Blythe area. Fresh- 
market corn, green beans, and tomatoes were 
planted in the central valley and along the south 


sweet corn, lettuce, 


coast. Strawberry harvest was active along the 
south coast. Lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower, 
carrots, rapini, and greens were harvested in 
Arizona. 

PASTURES AND’ LIVESTOCK: Pastures were mostly 
fair. Moisture promoted growth in the Delta and 
Southeast. Livestock was mostly good. Periodic 


low temperatures increased stress. 














12 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


Mar. 15, 1988 





State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop 
-and weather conditions important on a national 


scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather 


and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS 
State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the 


National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall totals mostly under 1.00 in.; 
local areas north central over 1.00 in. 
Temperatures averaged near normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Soil moisture 
13% short, 63% adequate, 24% surplus. Fieldwork 
progress 4% ahead normal, 61% normal, 35% behind 
normal. Acreage intended for spring planting 27% 
now prepared, 21% 1987. Corn 8% planted, 17% 1987, 
12% avg. Winter wheat mostly fair to good. 
Livestock mostly fair. Stored feed supplies 37% 
short, 63% adequate. Pastures poor to fair. 
Pasture feed supply 78% short, 22% adequate. 
Primary activities: Land preparation; planting 
corn, potatoes, vegetables; spraying, pruning fruit 
trees; topdressing small grains; applying 
fertilizer, lime to pastures; soil testing; 
repairing machinery; building fish ponds; routine 
care of livestock, poultry. 


ARIZONA: Cold front moved across State on 7th, 
very little moisture. Sunny, warmer weather on 
8th, 9th. Colder, drier air moved into State on 
10th. Clear, sunny skies; very dry air on llth, 
12th. Average temperatures ranged 4° below normal 
to 3° above. 

Cotton planting increased to 10% west. Land 
preparation continued on large scale. Heavy 
planting indicated this coming week. Other areas, 
land preparation active with listing, pre- 
irrigation, nematicide applications. Alfalfa 
harvest increased west; curing conditions 
favorable, very good quality indicated. Irrigation 
continued, other areas. Early emergence new 
stands, southeast. Egyptian alfalfa weevil problem 
eastern fields. Central area fertilizer, herbicide 
applications continued with irrigation. Favorable 
conditions contributed to good condition, growth of 
wheat, barley, west. Nearly all plantings reached 
jointing stage; majority in stem elongation stage. 
Nearly 10% head emergence stage, west. Other areas 
of State, nearly 100% of acreage established 
stands. Corn planting continued, central. Western 
area head lettuce harvested, shipped; some movement 
of leaf lettuce, romaine, boston lettuce, broccoli, 
cauliflower. Other vegetables also shipped. 
Harvest, shipment of greens, broccoli, rapini, 
carrots continued central. Harvest, packing of 
citrus continued west, central; valencia oranges, 
grapefruit, few lemons moved. 








Scattere 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures near normal. 4 


showers midweek. 
Rainfall totals 0.25 to 2.83:in. 

Most wheat fertilized except where fields still 
too wet. Land preparation underway; curtailed by 
rains, cold weather. No apparent damage to peach 
trees from cold weather. Winter pastures making 
good progress. Cattle average condition. 





CALIFORNIA: Continued dry. Few showers northern 
one-fourth State. Entire State temperatures 2° or 
more above normal. Ridge high pressure continued 
west coast. 

Warm, open weather, rapid progress field 
activities. Burning rice stubble resumed, drier. 
Small grains good progress. Southern early wheat 
boot stage. Southern dryland grain needs moisture. 
Fertilization, weed control later areas. Some 
southern San Joaquin Valley alfalfa cut for hay. 
Weed, weevil controls applied. Alfalfa harvest 
Riverside County hay, green-chop active. Early 
grain, forage green-chopped south central areas. 
Good progress preparing cotton seedbeds. Some 





safflower seeded. Sugarbeet seeding, harvest good 
progress. Weed control, beehives in orchards. 
Pruning, fertilizing, vine-tying in vineyards. 
Pears blooming. Citrus harvest generally active. 
Asparagus cut Deita, Orange-Riverside. Broccoli, 
cauliflower supplies increased Salinas, decreased 
slightly Santa Maria, variable quality. Harvest 
continued desert. Production steady south coast. 
Carrot digging active desert. Celery harvest 
steady Oxnard, south coast. Lettuce harvest peak 
Imperial Valley-Blythe, good quality. Movement 
from south coast consistent. Movement fall 
potatoes Tulelake-Butte Valley slow, poor prices. 
Quality, size average. Red, white variety winter 
potatoes dug Hemet. Planting fresh market corn, 
green beans, tomatoes central valley, south coast. 
Strawberry picking active south coast. Livestock 
fair to good statewide. Supplemental feeding heavy 
northern districts, decreased other areas as 
grazing conditions improved. Rain, warm weather 
improved range, pasture conditions valleys, 
foothill areas; lack moisture. Sheep grazed 
alfalfa fields central valley. Water supplies low 
most areas. Calving, lambing continued. 


COLORADO: Snow, blizzard conditions northeast late 





week; 2 to 5 in. of snow east, 6 to 12 in. snow in 
mountains. Average temperature 2 to 5° above 
normal northeast, slightly below normal elsewhere. 

Winter wheat good. Livestock care, calving, 
lambing, preparing machinery for fieldwork major 
activities. Limited seedbed preparation underway. 


FLORIDA: Sunny, mild, 7th, 8th. Partly cloudy, 





Temperature extremes 20”; 78”. 


warm, 9th. Cold front 10th, strong winds, heavy 
rains statewide. Dry, mild, llth, 12th. New cold 
front 13th, swept State; precipitation minor north, 
1.00 to 2.00 in. south. 

Soil moisture generally surplus Panhandle, 
northern Peninsula; adequate elsewhere. Panhandle, 
northern Peninsula fields mostly too wet for 
working. 
Sugarcane harvest remained active. Temporary 
winter pastures remained good; continued to provide 
most grazing north, Panhandle. Showers especially 
benefited forage growth lower southern Peninsula 
while some low-lying pastures other Peninsula areas 
excessively wet from heavier rains. Grazing mostly 
good, lower southern Peninsula; elsewhere varied 
widely from poor to excellent. Cattle continued 
fair to good. Citrus groves, trees very good to 
excellent. Moisture adequate, weather ideal. New 
growth, bloom progressing. Early orange harvest 
all but over. Grapefruit movement very active. 
Caretakers fertilizing, cultivating, draining 
heaters, unbanking young trees. Warming weather 
continued, vegetable producing areas. Some 
wind burn midweek unprotected fields. Spring 
planting nearly complete many areas. Watermelon 
seeding active northern Peninsula, Panhandle. 
Harvest active winter, early spring crops. Volume 
leaders: Tomatoes, cabbage, celery, peppers, 
potatoes, sweet corn, lettuce, squash. Also 
available good supply carrots, snap beans, 
radishes, escarole, endive. West central 
strawberries continued seasonal increase. 


GEORGIA: Rain 2 to 4 days, 1.00 to 2.00 in. many 





locations, mostly under 0.50 in. southeast. 
Temperatures fluctuated widely, average near 
normal. Lows low and mid 20s north, freezing 
central, mid 30s south. Highs 70s north, mid 70s 
central, upper 70s south. 








Small grains continued generally good. . 
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Soil moisture short to mostly surplus. Rains 
central, southwest limited field operations. Main 
activities: Land preparation, small grain 
topdressing, corn planting, some tobacco 
transplanting. Peaches blooming central, south. 


Corn fair; tobacco plants, wheat, rye, other small 
grains fair to mostly good; pastures poor to mostly 





fair. Cattle mostly fair to good; hogs mostly 
good. 

HAWAII: Favorable weather. Warm, sunny days. 
Cool nights. Light, nocturnal rainfall. 


Temperatures mid 60s to mid 80s. Rainfall none to 
2.20 in. Variable winds 5 to 25 mph. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Irrigation 
moderate to heavy. Pesticide spraying moderate. 
Crops mostly good. Papaya production seasonally 
low. Overall banana production steady, down. Head 
cabbage output steady, heavy. Chinese cabbage 
yield good. Shipment to west coast continued. 
Head lettuce continued to improve. Ginger root 
harvesting active. West coast shipment continued. 


IDAHO: Precipitation statewide with near normal 
temperatures. 

Winter wheat remained good, most areas. Field 
activities included fertilizer spreading, planting 
spring grains, sugarbeets, onions, peas. Other 
activities involved shipping seed potatoes, 
attending seminars, cleaning ditches, machinery 
maintenance. Livestock good to excellent. 








Calving, lambing well underway, some areas neared 
completion. Sheep shearing continued isolated 
areas. Hay, roughage supplies adequate, some 
surplus. 

ILLINOIS: Temperatures averaged 2 to 5° above 
normal. Precipitation 0.25 to 0.75 in. shy of 
normal. Surge of cold arctic air over weekend with 


snow flurries. 
Winter wheat good. Livestock good. 

Temperatures averaged 4 to 9° above 
Lows averaged upper 20s to low 30s. Highs 
averaged low to mid 50s. 
normal. Totals 0.20 in. north to 0.50 in. south. 

Outside activities limited by wet fields. 
Activities included: Hauling manure, spreading 
lime, purchasing field supplies, signing up for 
1988 farm programs, applying fertilizer, machinery 
repair, caring of livestock. Livestock good. Hay 
supplies adequate. Wheat mostly good, winter 
damage some fields. 


INDIANA: 
normal. 





IOWA: Mild weather prevailed until weekend. 
Temperatures dropped well below seasonal normals. 
Precipitation light, no amounts greater than 0.18 
in. 

Wind erosion very minimal. Farmers pleased with 
good conditions that allowed livestock to graze on 
corn stalks. Availability of hay, roughage mostly 
adequate. Livestock mostly good. Cattle, calf 
losses due to unfavorable weather and disease below 
normal. Hog, pig losses below average. All areas 
of State some hog losses from TGE. 


KANSAS: Temperatures above normal. Readings 3 to 

above normal except west central, southwest, 
south central where readings 1 to 2° above normal. 
Areas averaged 38° northwest to 46° southeast. 
Only southeast significant precipitation with areas 
under 0.40 in. Most areas less 0.10 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 
moisture 45% short, 40% adequate, 15% surplus. 
Subsoil 22% short, 72% adequate, 6% surplus. Wheat 
14% poor, 23% fair, 38% good, 25% excellent. 
Eastern third generally excellent, remainder good, 
except northwest poor. Chiseling northwest to 
control wind erosion. Disease, insect levels 
light. Wheat greening up but not reached 


measurable jointing stage. Oats, barley seeding | 


Precipitation below 


progressed 40%. Ranges, pastures poor west; fair 
to good central areas; excellent eastern areas. 
Calving continued active throughout State. 
Fertilizing, weed control active wheat along with 
spring tillage. 


KENTUCKY: Week began warmer than normal with 
maximum temperatures in upper 60s and lower 70s on 
8th. Temperatures returned to normal 10th then 
colder over weekend. Precipitation averaged 0.50 
in. heavier amounts up to 1.00 in. 

Soil moisture adequate. Fertilization continued 
as well as tobacco bed preparations, seeding. 
Pastures greening. 








LOUISIANA: Temperatures 1 to 4° above normal. 
Temperature extremes 33°; 97°. Rainfall averaged 
1.01 to 2.38 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Soil moisture 
21% adequate, 79% surplus. Spring plowing 9%, 8% 
1987, 21% avg. Corn 4% planted, 1% 1987, 14% avg. 
Rice 1% planted, 1% 1987, 2% avg. Winter wheat, 
livestock fair to good. Sugarcane, vegetables, 
pastures fair. Main activities: Limited due to 
wet conditions; spring plowing; topdressing 
pastures, wheat; harvesting crawfish; water 
leveling rice fields. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: 
temperature 44°, normal 41°. 
16°, highest temperature 67°. 

Precipitation averaged 0.29 in. Some areas 
Eastern Shore short supplies of soil moisture. 


Main farm activity caring for livestock. 


Average 
temperature 


Maryland: 
Lowest 


Average temperature 44°, normal 42°. 
in. Some areas short 
Main farm activity 


Delaware: 
Precipitation averaged 0.61 
supplies of soil moisture. 
caring for livestock. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures ranged 6 to 9° 
normal. Temperature extremes 14”; 
Precipitation ranged 0.24 to 1.57 in. across State. 
Most areas received precipitation weekend. Snow 
cover shrinking. No snow cover most wheat fields. 

Activities: Marketing crops, livestock; pruning 
fruit trees, attending farm meetings, purchasing 
spring supplies, repairing equipment. Feed supplies 





above 
63°. 








excellent. Livestock normal. Calving, lambing 
increased. 

MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 5 to 11° above 
normal for State. Extremes -2°; 58°. 
Precipitation averaged near normal to 0.12 in. 
below normal for southern third, 0.15 to 0.80 in. 
above normal elsewhere. Precipitation totals 


averaged 0.14 to 1.12 in. Greatest weekly total 
1.58 in. Snowfall averaged 1 to 3 in. southern 
third, 5 to 13 in. elsewhere. Snow depth weeks end 
averaged trace to 3 in. southern third, 4 to 14 in. 
elsewhere. 

Another shot of cold weather, snow put some 
stress on livestock. No field activity. Some 
concern about below normal soil moisture some 
areas. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 3° below normal; 
extremes 27”; 81°. Mostly cool, rainy. Greatest 
weekly rainfall 3.29 in. Greatest 24-hour rainfall 
2.45 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.2, 1.3 1987, 3.1 
avg. Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Corn 3% 
planted, 3% 1987, 8% avg. Wheat 17% jointing, 30% 
1987, 21% avg.; fair to good. Hay, feed supplies 
slightly less than adequate. Activities: Mostly 
livestock feeding, machinery repair. Watermelon 
planting just begun. Livestock, pasture fair to 


on 
ISSOURI: 





Temperatures averaged 5° above normal. 





Bootheel, none northern 
elsewhere. 


Precipitation 1.50 in. 
‘eas, less than 0.50 in. 
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Farmers getting ready for fieldwork, but 
continued warm weather, more drying needed before 
tillage begins most areas. Small amount oats 
seeded. Calving in progress. 


MONTANA: Temperatures very mild, 10° above normal 
north central, northeast; 5° above southwest, 
southeast. Moderate to heavy precipitation south 
central, southeast. Light precipitation rest of 
State. 

Winter wheat 4% poor, 61% fair, 35% good. Wind 
damage to winter wheat fields 73% light, 27% 
moderate. Snow cover protection for winter wheat 
fields 96% poor, 3% fair, 1% good. Winter wheat 
61% dormant, 32% greening, 7% green and growing. 
Cattle and calves generally 8% fair, 69% good, 23% 
excellent. Sheep and lambs generaily 2% fair, 81% 
good, 17% excellent. Calving 38% completed. 
Lambing 36% completed. Grazing 98% open, 2% 
difficult. Cattle losses compared with average, 
39% lighter, 58% same, 3% heavier. Sheep losses 
34% lighter, 59% same, 7% heavier. 





NEBRASKA: Temperatures averaged oF below normal 
northwest, north central to 3° above normal 
remainder of State. Precipitation averaged 0.40 
in. north to 0.10 in. southeast. Snow up to 17 in. 
Common in Panhandle. Extremes -199; 69° 

Blizzard conditions hit Panhandle of State late 
week caused stress to cattle, calves; losses 
expected. 





NEVADA: 
skies. Midweek sharp, fast moving front produced 
only trace amounts tr peptone most areas. 
Temperature extremes 0 78° 

Good progress fieldwork. Dry fields about ideal 
for calving, lambing, feeding operations. Some 
concern about irrigation water supplies for 1988. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation averaged 0.10 to 0.30 
in. across area. Average temperatures ranged low 
20s northern Maine to mid 30s south. Temperatures 
below normal north, above normal south. 

Major farm activities: Repairing machinery, 
tending livestock, sugaring. 


NEW JERSEY: Tempeaatures averaged much above 
normal, averaged 41° north, 45° south, 46 
coastal. Extremes 199; 68°. Precipitation below 
normal averaged 0.03 in. north, 0.08 in. south, 
0.33 in. coastal. Heaviest 24-hour total 0.37 in. 
on 9th, 10th. 

Early soil preparation continued on limited 








basis. Planting of peas, onions, irish potatoes 
began southern areas. Fruit pruning about 
complete. 

NEW MEXICO: Several weather disturbances 


Scattered precipitation northern areas, dry 
elsewhere. Field preparation for cotton, corn, milo 
continued; potato planting neared completion. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil moisture 
36% short, 64% adequate. Barley 20% poor, 40% 
fair, 40% good. Wheat 30% poor, 50% fair, 20% 
good. Cattle 45% fair, 55% good. Sheep 33% fair, 
67% good. Range 9% poor, 64% fair, 27% good. 
Onions 100% good; lettuce 100% fair. 





NEW YORK: Temperatures near normal. Highs in 20s 
to 30s in pnorth, in 40s elsewhere. Long Island 
reached 50° Precipitation variable with coastal 


areas receiving more. Susquehanna area received 
snow midweek. 

Producers busy tending livestock, 
spring planting. 


planning for 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged 4 to 6° 
above normal across State. Temperature extremes 
249; 75°, Precipitation ranged 0.30 to 2.40 in. 





Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Soil moisture 1% 


very short, 20% short, 69% adequate, 10% surplus. 
Wheat 1% poor, 20% fair, 76% good, 3% excellent. 
Oats 1% poor, 30% fair, 66% good, 3% excellent. 
Barley 2% poor, 20% fair, 74% good, 4% excellent. 
Rye 3% poor, 24% fair, 69% good, 4% excellent. 
Pasture 4% very poor, 10% poor, 42% fair, 42% good, 
2% excellent. Hay and roughage supplies 9% short, 
88% adequate, 3% surplus. Feed grains supplies 9% 
short, 87% adequate, 4% surplus. Tobacco plantbeds 
33% fair, 67% good. Irish potatoes 50% planted, 19% 
1987, 28% avg. Major farm activities: Preparing 
land for spring planting; sidedressing small 
grains; seeding tobacco plantbeds; transplanting 
cabbage; planting potatoes; pruning fruit trees, 
Ornamentals; applying lime; feeding livestock; 
general farm maintenance, 


NORTH DAKOTA: Mild early, blizzard conditions 
late. Temperatures averaged 8 to 14° above normal. 
Extremes -11° west central, 12th; 67° south 
central, 9th. Much needed precipitation received, 
ranged 0.20 to 1.50 in. Snowfall variable, averaged 
none extreme north to 11 in. south central. 

Soil moisture below normal. Winter grains fair to 
poor. Strong winds caused soil erosion in 
unprotected fields. Livestock good, received 
supplemental feed. Calving, lambing, shearing 
progressed. Feed supplies remained adequate. Main 
activities: Preparation of spring tillage 
equipment, caring for young livestock. 





OHIO: Temperatures averaged as much as 8° above 
normal ranging lows in 20s to highs in 70s. Soil 
temperatures ranged mid 30s to low 50s. 
Precipitation 0.25 to 0.50 in.; 50% of normal. 
Very little fieldwork accomplished; weather 
varied from spring-like to winter during period. 
Farmers, agricultural service businesses preparing 
equipment. Most fruit tree, grape vine pruning 
complete. ? 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged 1° below normal 





north central to 2” above normal southwest. 
Precipitation averaged none northwest third to 0.37 
in. southeast. : 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil 
moisture 60% adequate, 40% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 100% adequate. Wheat 5% fair, 85% good, 
10% excellent; 5% jointing, 5% 1987, 10% avg. Warm 
weather prompted rapid growth. Brisk winds dried 
wet fields allowing fertilizer, herbicide 
applications. Light greenbug, Russian wheat aphid 
infestations. Sorghum, cotton activity limited to 
seedbed preparation. Cattle marketings average, 
lg stable to slightly lower than preceding 
week. 


OREGON: Temperatures within 2° of normal, except 
mid to southern Willamette Valley 3 to 5” below 
normal. Rainfall totals less than 2.00 in. along 
coast; less than 1.00 in. inland west; less than 
0.50 in. east of Cascades, 

Soil moisture mostly adequate west, mostly short 


east. Irrigation water outlook bleak. Spring 
fieldwork, grain seeding continued east. Fruit 
tree pruning continued many orchards. Dormant 


Sprays now being applied to pears. Pears, peaches 
Started bloom, early apples shedding bud scales 
Willamette Valley. Livestock mostly good. Ranges, 
pastures mostly fair; prospects poor. 


T GO ae: Mild, dry. Average temperature 





Temperature extremes 13°; 
0.25 in., 0.49 in. 


o., ow above normal. 
precipitation 


72°. Average 
below normal. 
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Activities: Hauling manure; grading potatoes; 
machinery maintenance; caring for livestock; 
cutting firewood. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 0.03 in., 
0.51 in. below normal. Highest weekly total 
rainfall 0.85 in. Pico Del Este-Luquillo, 0.12 in. 
San Lorenzo Farm, 0.06 in. Maunabo. Highest 24- 
hour total 0.47 in. Pico Del Este-Luquillo. San 
Juan WSFO mean temperature 77°, 1°below normal. 
Total rainfall none, 0.49 in. below normal. 
Divisional temperature averaged 75 to 76° on 
coasts, 68 to 72° interior divisions with mean 
station temperature ranging 62° Pico Del Este- 
Luquillo to 78° Roosevelt Roads. Lowest minimum 
temperature 53” Cayey. Highest maximum temperature 
90° San Sebastian. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 4° 
above normal. Rainfall averaged 0.75 to 1.50 in. 
with considerable variation. Some northeast 
counties averaged 2.00 in. 

Farmers busy plowing, soil preparation. Early 
planting corn, watermelons, some vegetable 
continued southern counties; tomato planting to 
begin soon. Tobacco plantbeds good. Peaches some 
areas of Ridge blooming with upstate peaches coming 
along more slowly. Small grains looking good. 








SOUTH DAKOTA: Average temperatures 6 to 12° above 
normal. Extremes -1°; 71°. Two snowstorms moved 
across State leaving 2 to 5 ft. snow west central; 
1 ft. or more west river, to on 1 in. or less 
northeast and southeast. Precipitation above 
normal south central, northwest; below normal north 


-central, east. Snow cover mostly 4 to 10 in. west 


river. Most snow deposited in deep drifts. 
Livestock losses minimal due to early storm 
warning. 


TENNESSEE: Cold front moved through State 





‘midweek, again over weekend. Temperatures averaged 


3 to 5° above normal. Extremes 25°; 74°. Rainfall 
over west, southeast generally 1.00 to 2.00 in. 
Lesser amounts over remainder of State. 

Rain replenished topsoil moisture. Variable 
temperatures and wet conditions stressed some 
livestock, especially newborn calves and poultry. 
Pastures, wheat growing well, providing fair 
amounts of grazing for cattle. Fieldwork delayed 
late in week due to wet weather. Cool temperatures 
slowed field drying. Farmers tending livestock, 
applying fertilizer between showers, limited 
tillage in progress. Other activities include 
Spring preparation, soil sampling, general farm 
maintenance, meetings, tax preparation. 
Supplemental feed generally adequate. 


TEXAS: Mild to warm temperatures early week. 
Cooler air midweek. Another cold front fair, warm, 
windy weather, little precipitation. High winds 
helped spread wild fires parts Rolling Plains. 
Cooler air weekend, hard freezes parts north, 
central. Precipitation below normal except east 
amounts close to normal. Temperatures below normal 
High, Rolling Plains, Trans-Pecos, above normal 
elsewhere. 

Crops: Small grains improved Plains with recent 
moisture; good portion rest of State need rain for 
continued progress. High Plains fields some 
growth. Producers topdressing. Growth oats, wheat 
Blacklands improved, slow pace. Insect populations 
increased. Rust more fields. Fields central need 
moisture continued progress. Fields grazing 
limited forage. Corn planting active Blacklands, 
central. Some early fields emerged to stands. 
Planting began to wind down Upper Coast, Coastal 
Bend, Rio Grande Valley. Land preparations resumed 
Plains. Corn 41% planted, 11% 1987, 22% avg. 


Grain sorghum planting increased central, actively 
underway Blacklands. 


Planting nearly complete 


Coastal Bend, Upper Coast. Planting began to wind 

down Rio Grande Valley. Additional moisture 

benefit planting conditions. Sorghum 24% planted, 

5% 1987, 14% avg. Cotton planting increased 

a Coastal Bend. Cotton 2% planted, 1% 1987, 
avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley onion 
harvest began. Harvest cabbage, carrots continued. 
Melon planting continued early fields good 
progress. Harvest citrus continued. Trees 
blooming, setting new crop. Trees good. San 
Antonio-Winter Garden harvest most vegetables good 
progress. Onions good promise. High Plains some 
onions transplanted. Majority transplanted soon. 
Land preparation increased with milder weather. 
East planting active. Many areas need additional 
moisture. Peach, other fruit trees continued bloom 
stage. Late week cold front may affect trees Hill 
Country. Spraying continued. Blueberries blooming 
east. 

Range and Pasture: Range fires continued spring 
up portions west, northwest some reaching serious 
proportions. Extremely dry conditions combined 
with high winds difficult to control fires. Some 
pastures east good, increased growth, greening. 
Most other areas need moisture. Cattle moved off 
small grain Plains. Livestock average condition. 
Feeding remained steady until rain revives ranges, 
native pastures. 








UTAH: Precipitation light to moderate. 
Temperatures normal to 4” above normal. 

Calving, lambing started. Livestock good. Feed 
adequate. Snow cover gone except shaded areas. 
Major farm activities: Livestock care, purchasing 
seed, supplies; machinery maintenance, farm 
records. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged 10° above normal, 
range 17 to 73°. Precipitation widespread, amounts 
varied. Most 1.09 in. on eastern coast, least 
trace at Charlottesville. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 
moisture 24% short, 65% adequate, 11% surplus. 
Pastures, small grains, other cropland generally 
good to excellent. Plowing, fertilizing, other 
land preparations active. Topdressed small grains, 
some spring growth. Overseeded pastures, hayland. 
Tobacco plantbeds 85% seeded. Potatoes 30% seeded. 
Seeded spring oats. Start vegetable seedlings in 
green houses. Pruned fruit trees, sprayed to hold 
back early bloom. Other activities: Tax work, 
supply acquisition, soil sampling, government 
program sign-up. 





WASHINGTON: Several disturbances moved across 
State midweek. First brought moderate, heavy 
precipitation to west slopes Olympic, Cascade 
Mountains, with rainfall over extreme east. 
Cascade rain shadow kept mid section of State 
fairly dry. End of week high pressure built, 
started another drying trend. Warm highs offset 
cold lows to keep overall temperatures close to 
normal. 

Light rains improved soil moisture conditions 
eastern areas. Early fieldwork continued. Spring 
seeding underway, some crops began to emerge. 
Fruit tree pruning winding down. Dormant sprays 
being applied early areas Benton County; soft fruit 
trees required frost protection several nights. 
Forced rhubarb harvest, radish planting continued 
King, Pierce Counties. Lambing season full 
progress. Calving season winding down. Spring 
pasture growth underway. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Average temperature 45°, 2 to 9° 
above normal. Extremes 77° Romney; 14” Greenbank. 
Precipitation averaged 0.48 in.; below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Soil moisture 
30% short, 70% adequate. Feed supplies short to 
adequate. Wheat, barley good to fair. Cows calved 
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60%; ewes lambed 70%. Farm activities: General 


farm maintenance, livestock care, plowing. 





WISCONSIN: Mild weather until cold weekend, 
temperatures averaged 35°. Extremes 5° 6° 
Precipitation 0.10 to 0.80 in., heaviest northwest. 
Snowfall 4 to 12 in. north, 1 to 3 in. central. 
Average snow cover 2 in., average frost depth 13.7 
in. on llth. Southern third State no protecting 
snow cover. 


WYOMING: Temperatures slightly above normal. 





Precipitation above normal, except Big Horn Basin. 

Major winter storm late week slowed farm 
activities. Winter wheat fair to good. Farmers 
Started land preparation for spring planting. 
Livestock fair to good. Winter storm increased 
stress. Early calving, lambing, shearing 
continued. Supplemental feeding continued as 
needed. Feed supplies adequate most areas. 


international Weather and Crop Summary — 


March 6-12, 1988 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


UNITED STATES ... Winter-like weather curtails 
field activity in the northern and central Great 


Plains, Rocky Mountain States, and some Corn 
Belt States. Corn planting surges ahead in 
Texas but lags behind normal in most 
southeastern States. Rice planting begins in 
Louisiana. 


WESTERN _.U.S.S.R. ... Light precipitation 
accompanies above-normal temperatures over most 
winter grain areas. 


EUROPE --- Abnormally wet weather continues 
across the north. Freezing temperatures in 
Spain likely damage some crops. 


SOUTH ASIA ... Moderate to heavy rain brings 
relief to filling wheat in north-central India, 
following early-week, stressful temperatures. 

... The first substantial 
widespread rains of the growing season cover 
winter grains in Algeria and Tunisia, bringing 
temporary relief to crops. Weather conditions 
continue favorable for Moroccan winter grains. 





CANADA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 


























-+- Moderate to heavy showers cover 
South Africa's filling corn. Excessive rain 
continues in Natal. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Widespread showers cover 
Malaysia and Indonesia, causing some flooding in 
western Malaysia. 


EASTERN ASIA ... Warmer and drier weather favors 
early-season rice planting and vegetative winter 
grains across southern and central growing 
areas. 


rain delays 
weather 


SOUTH AMERICA ... Widespread 
Argentina's early crop harvest. 


favors early soybean harvesting in southern 
Brazil. 

AUSTRALIA — Dry weather returns to most 
eastern crop areas. Tropical Cyclone Bola 


strikes New Zealand, causing damage to crops. 





: CANADA 

iw NORMAL PRECIPITATION 

maexTA February 1988 
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WESTERN U.S.S.R ... Light precipitation (less 
than 13mm) covered winter grains over much of 
the region. The precipitation fell mostly as 
snow, with rain, and mixed rain and snow 
covering the southern Ukraine and North 
Caucasus. Warmer-than-normal weather continued 
over the region, with weekly temperatures 
averaging 2-4 degrees Celsius (C) above normal 
in the north and 1-3 degrees cC across the 
south. In February, overwintering conditions 
were mostly favorable for dormant winter 
grains. The second consecutive month of 
below-normal precipitation covered the western 
and southern Ukraine, and the central North 
Caucasus during February. Precipitation has 
been below normal in the Volga for 3 months, 
limiting moisture recharge needed for the 
upcoming growing season. Despite two cold snaps 
on February 15 and February 25, temperatures 
during the month remained mostly above normal in 
the Baltic States, Belorussia, the Ukraine, 
Black Soils Region, the upper Volga, and the 
Volga Vyatsk. February temperatures were 2-4 
degrees C below normal in the North Caucasus and 
the lower Volga. 
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EUROPE .-.. Colder-than-normal weather continued 
across most of Europe early in the period, 
followed by moderating temperatures by week's 
end. Subfreezing temperatures over the past 2 
weeks in southern and eastern Spain likely 
damaged some fruit, vegetable, and nut crops. 
Moderate to heavy rain and snow (greater than 
25mm) persisted from the low countries eastward 
to western Poland, keeping soils saturated. 
Widespread precipitation also fell over eastern 
Europe, while southwestern Europe remained 
mostly dry. Precipitation during February was 
normal to above normal in all of Europe except 
for the extreme south. Soil moisture levels 
improved in the previously dry Balkans, although 
more rain will be needed as winter grains become 
vegetative. Average temperatures in February 
ranged from near normal in the south to much 
above normal in the north. 
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OAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND SATELLITE IMAGERY 
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“SOUTH AFRICA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(3 mm = | ING) 











SOUTH AFRICA ... Heavy rain (100mm or more) 
spread from the western Maize Triangle to Natal, 
hindering early harvesting and worsening flood 
conditions in parts of the southern Triangle and 
coastal Natal. Moderate to heavy showers 
(22-7lmm) benefited filling corn in the eastern 
Maize Triangle and central Transvaal. In 
February, early-month temperatures reached the 
midthirties c in the western and central 
Triangle, stressing reproductive to filling corn 
for the second week and reducing soil moisture 
levels. Showers returned in mid-February, 
bringing relief to crops in the central Triangle 
and boosting moisture reserves. Rainfall was 
excessive, however, in minor corn regions of the 
western and southern Triangle and Natal, causing 
flooding and crop damage. Drier and 
warmer-than-normal weather covered the eastern 
Maize Triangle and parts of central Transvaal 
throughout the month, reducing moisture levels 
for corn in stages of development ranging from 
vegetative to filling. 
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--- Widespread, heavy showers 
(50-100mm or more) covered most crop regions of 
Malaysia and Indonesia, boosting irrigation 
levels but causing local flooding, especially 
along the east coast of western Malaysia where 


local rainfall exceeded 400mn. Dry pockets 
persisted over parts of southern and eastern 
Java. Light to moderate rain (1-25mm or more) 


covered peninsular Thailand and spread from 
Bangkok northward into northern Laos and 
Vietnan. In February, conditions were generally 
favorable for crops in eastern Malaysia and 
western Indonesia. February rainfall was near 
to above normal in western Malaysia though 
periodic dry weather occurred throughout the 
month. Crop regions from southern Java eastward 
and in peninsular Thailand trended dry 
throughout February, reducing irrigation 
reserves. In the Philippines, light to moderate 
rain covered all but western Luzon. February 
rainfall was below normal throughout the 
islands, and temperatures averaged 1-3 degrees C 
above normal. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA .-. The first substantial, 
widespread rains of the growing season covered 
winter grain areas in central and eastern | 
SO &O 2s 50 Algeria and Tunisia, bringing temporary relief 
10 1 to crops previously stressed by prolonged 

° dryness. Rainfall ranged from 13 to 43mm, with 
——_) ’ localized amounts in excess of 50mm covering 

. o>? winter grain areas in extreme eastern Algeria 





' 
and western Tunisia. This past week's rain 
‘ ~y, TUNISIA ? helped to stabilize conditions for winter grains 
5 hia \ i advancing through reproduction. Further west, 
- Po although light precipitation (less than 10mm) 
9 ciectinlly covered Moroccan winter grain areas, moisture 
F asa NORTHWESTERN. AFRICA v’ y supplies were adequate for winter grains 
ye’ TOTAL PRECIPITATI 4 one entering the reproductive phase of development. 
eee Gencreen™ (mm) In February, the third consecutive month of 
below-normal precipitation covered winter grains 
in Algeria and Tunisia, reducing yield prospects 
for winter grains which advanced into 
reproduction by month's end. In Morocco, 
periodic showers produced near- to above-normal 
precipitation over most winter grain areas. 
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SOUTH ASIA ... Moderate to heavy rain (10-38mm) 
boosted irrigation levels for filling wheat in 
north-central India and Pakistan, with amounts 
exceeding 100mm in parts of northern Pakistan. 
The rainfall eased temperatures that reached the 
midthirties C across northern wheat regions, 
helping to ripen wheat but stressing 
late-planted crops still in early filling. 
Warm, dry weather benefited maturing wheat in 
central India. Light to moderate rain (1-22mm) 
covered maturing wheat from eastern Uttar 
Pradesh to Bihar and increased irrigation levels 
for heading rice from Orissa eastward. In early 
February, much needed rain boosted irrigation 
levels for heading wheat in north-central 
India. Periodic, light rain in the latter half 
of February covered northern wheat regions as 
light to moderate showers improved conditions 








for coastal rice. Monthly temperatures averaged 4 SOUTH ASIA 

1-2 degrees C above normal, increasing the NS TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) } 
moisture demand and rate of development of wheat A } 
and rice. —6.- & oes , 
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EASTERN ASIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 

MAR 6 - 12, 1986 
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EASTERN ASIA ... Warmer and drier weather spread 
over China, with scattered showers (less than 
10mm) confined to eastern coastal and southern 
growing areas. The drier weather favored a 
resumption of early season rice planting in the 
southeast after several consecutive weeks of 
heavy § rain. Warmer temperatures benefited 
winter grains, which are becoming vegetative 
across southern and central growing areas. 
Elsewhere, widespread rain increased preseason 
moisture levels across the Korean Peninsula and 


Japan. February precipitation was above normal 
across northern rice and southern wheat areas, 
and scattered areas of Manchuria. 


Much-below-normal precipitation fell in central 
Chinese wheat areas of Shandong, northwestern 
Hunan, and southern Hebei, leaving preseason 
soil moisture levels unfavorably low. Mean 
temperatures for the month continued near. normal 
to above normal across northern and central 
growing areas, and below normal over interior 
western and southern China. 
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AUSTRALIA ... A weak frontal system brought 
moderate to heavy rain (up to 33mm) to southern 
Victoria and scattered lighter rain to much of 
southern and eastern coastal areas. Elsewhere, 
mostly dry weather returned to northeastern 
sugarcane growing areas and continued over most 
summer crop areas. February rainfall totals 
remained below normal over most eastern crop 
areas, although Tropical Cyclone Charlie 
provided much needed rainfall to sugarcane and 
northern summer crops by month's end. Southern 
sections of the summer crop area in New South 
Wales have turned unfavorably dry in the past 4 
weeks, however, possibly stressing reproductive 
to maturing cotton and sorghum. In New Zealand, 
Tropical Cyclone Bola moved over the North 
Island early in the period, damaging fruit, 
vegetable, and grain crops. 
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SOUTH AMERICA ... Widespread rain covered the 

primary summer crop areas of Argentina, with 

weekly accumulations of 35-112mm throughout | 
Cordoba, southern Santa Fe, and most of Buenos 

Aires. The wetness slowed early corn, sorghum, 
and sunflower harvesting, soaked late developing ; 
soybeans, and likely produced some flooding 
especially in the west and north, for the second 
consecutive week. The recent March rainfall 
alleviated any dryness from February's 
below-average rainfall in northwestern Buenos 
Aires, and southern portions of Cordoba and 
Santa Fe. ’ Light showers in northern cotton 
areas continued February's pattern of mostly 
“ SOUTH AMERICA light rain. This pattern extended into southern 
. "J TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) Brazil where only very light showers (1-3mn) 
\ 5 ‘ fell over most of Rio Grande do Sul, Parana, and 
r © f° 9O¢ $52 : southern Mato Grosso do Sul. Heavier rain 
MAR 6 —- (2, 1988 (10-50mm or more) in far northern soybean areas 
continued February's above-normal rainfall 
pattern. While favoring early ~ soybean 
harvesting, the dry weather in the south may 


50 FACILITY é 
em JOT 8 ARCS. CREE Oe | a yield potential of late maturing 





Eka a heel Hk “ are 


















eee ee eee - 


ES ert ct OR coe 


+ 
¢ 

























JosoutH AMERICA 
TAL PRECIPITATION (mm) ; 1) 20 vari 
: February 1988 ad 2 February 1988 
: nos Aines 
(CSA 
en, i TL YR LT | 7 ane. Semean ememrenenn 




















— umn’ 7 AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (C*) } cr tan TEMPERATURE PROM NORMAL 

















February 1988 1.8 ; “February 1988 | 
6 panty oy AMD SATELLITE 1 0° pan gt Pas iNnety METS Am ATRL ta 

















Mar. 15, 1988 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 27 


+ A a ec cm 











\ 







, res oor 


9 
> 





nme ee 



































LOI ae 5 “crt ate RE ke 


























‘ 
4 

4 
? 


Se ettn 
‘ 


MEXICO 
PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(3am = 1 CH) 


| MAR 6 = 12, 1988 


National 


Weather Service, NOAA 
BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AMD SATELLITE IMAGERY 


OO ET eRe 











A subtropical jet stream, carrying moisture out of the 
Pacific over the Corn Belt, continued to bring beneficial early- 
season March rains (1-28 mm) during the first part of the week 
(see Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, Vol. 75, No. 10). 
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